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fite that time, the agency has uspd

Ehe Superfund program to attempt th step
‘the fire, and to closely monitor the situation, Clay caps
instal?ed over “hot spots" seem tn be successfully cutting A¢¢
the oxygen supply to the fire,

125 temperature proﬁes tnserted throughout the site are samp'ar
‘twice a day. This data sheis the temperatures dropping, £PA
will continue to monitor and track the fire and take new measures

1f necessary.

" EPA s received reports that there are drums huried on the past
side of the Missouri Pacific Railroad Ambankment on thp waet

. border df the site,

\

The exact contents of the drums are unknown, byt they may conta‘n
 shock sensitive materials, This means they nay be extremely

sensitjve to heat or motion a.. ..at handling mus. .e kept tn 2

minimum, 1f the contents are disturbed, ft {s possible they

could explodo

Thea T

~

.S, FPA, in cﬂﬂﬁﬂ?tation with the city of Chicaqn has : :
concluded that iﬁm shock sensitive waste should he dmtonates. )
on site, This will BHe safer than transporting the drumg tna a

disposal site, | Leaving the'drums as they are nn the site 3lsn

s too risky hetanse many shock SP"S‘t1vP Materials hecome mare .
sencsitive u1th age, E :

First, sach drum wil) be ynearthed using a spectal drue yrdppler )
‘ntended for yse with Razardnus mate:ialc, Fach 4rum wil! »o C g
opened dnd the cantants will he ddent!fied to determine wha*har
it conta\g& shnck sengitive matearial, Mater‘al that ‘g ro*
shock <enditive will be repackaqed and sent 9o a 'lrerge~
hazardous waste landfill ar incinerator

The shock sencitive.matsnial will he fsolated on the site n o
spec! a?vy cons{rucgvd hetm, or enclnsed area, nade out of clay,
N .




The material will he detonated in éunll amounts [ yp tn five
. gallors at a time),  FPR eStimates {1t wil) take a minimum of
: . - four tH six weeks to remove the drums,  separate out the

. non-shock sensitive mater‘al and detonate the c<hock sensitive

~ material using these method‘catl. procedures,
Arelresidents No. The drums will’ he detonated fn a controlled envirnnment,

In _any danger? The maximum range the detonatinns could affett fs about 1ND feet,
Nearby residents may hear the noise, but there sh0u1dn t bhe

other eff!ctgg_ ;the surrounding area,
: 'wﬁﬂ

T6 be. Sure 43 tve a'r;non!tor1nq will Me conducted throu' Y
the datonc ﬁﬂn& "ln .addition, the Chicaqo Fire Department hasi.;
an evacuation~p prepared in case there are fumes or 2 fire. ™
‘ The fire department will be_om-site’ during drum removal” so #t u:
S can respond instantYy 1f an unrexpected ‘ncident occurs, ]

FPA has cooPd*natpd with local fi re, ralice and enarqencv
seryices to he sure all cant-ngencies are concidered,
4

fn

What_about _ The workers, of course, will use specialtzed equipment aAn wear

other safety ) highly protectfve clothing throughout the progeduyrss., There fs |
measures no need fqr nearby residents to take extra Precautions, B
. . _
How de you Detonating this type of mater‘al is an accepted practite. It B ,
know tF!s has heen used safely and successfully at many locations, ' A
work? including East St, Louis, IL, U -
’ ‘e, . a o
who wil) do A firm which s experienced and )icensed in these detonation |
the work? procedures will conduct the work under the Supervision of a i
U.S. EPA on-scene ‘coordinator, . '
S .o S
What happens . EPA will he conducting a detailed study of the site to determine’
next whether there.is a need for additional emergency work at the site..

The second purpose i1s to collect infhrmation to see whether .
‘the site may he rligihle for the National Prioritieg List . -
(NPL), NPL sitems can receive funds for long tern ‘n¥gtigation o
and cleanup of situatinns that may pose potent107 environment sl
or health prthpns as opposed to {mmediate ‘threats, such as
the fire or the Aryms  which can be handled ysing smergerncy
funds,) The study - ‘l ‘nclyde Sampling nf the §nil; water an~ !
b Atr 30 the give, -

M -~




More

[nformation

£pA nas estahblishad g repos tory ‘or ‘nformat :
site at the Pullman hranch nf thp Chicagn Public Lihrary a% :':-,
1NN S, Indiana Ave, Th:s

Mfomat‘on bec omes ava"ahlo }n addition,
e 3 status report each week while the shoc

mater‘a' {5 heing 4pggrnypn This report will
+a the library, the district fire'station, po!

and mt’%ﬁ .

14 you need additinna’ infarmation,
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